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Bishop Hughes in New Jersey 


ISHOP HUGHES completely captured the New Jersey Con- 
ference with his impassioned evangelism, and his clear ringing 
declaration of the great unchanging truths of the Gospel of Christ. 
His Christ is the personal and pre-existent Son of God incarnate. 
No God filled man he preached. 

His Gospel is the Cross. He cried with fervour: As I face the 
record of my past I have no hope save in the Atoning Sacrifice of 
Christ. Later he sang, “There Is a Fountain Filled with Blood.” 

For him the Unitarian Christ stands unavailing, and the Gospel 
that is without the Blood is vain. : 

His preaching thrilled the laymen and preachers of New Jersey, 
and his brotherliness won their love. He goes from us carrying with 
him many grateful memories and the object of many fervent prayers. 

This does not mean, however, that New Jersey has changed at 
all in its estimate of the Course of Study, and of the general theo- 
logical situation in Methodism. New Jersey added to the list of her 
membership in the League for Faith and Life over sixty ministerial 
members and nearly as many more lay leaders during this conference 
session. Today New Jersey has a League membership of just about 
four hundred. Two facts stand out. We love Bishop Edwin Holt 
Hughes, and rejoice in his Gospel. We deplore the divergent and 
unsound teachings of the Conference Course of Study, and of our 
theological seminaries and colleges. How it has happened that so 
passionately evangelical a bishop can have allowed the development 
of such an unsound and divergent Course of Study we leave for 
history to explain. 


A Further Proposed Amendment 


FURTHER amendment to the constitution seemed called for 

by the broadening of our basis of membership. It was unani- 
mously submitted to the members of the League at the annual 
meeting held in Philadelphia on February 8th. It is as follows: 
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Amend Article IV on Membership by adding the following: 
“Provided that on all matters of petition or resolution pertaining 
exclusively to either Church the vote shall be divided.” 

The article will then read: 


Article IV. MEMBERSHIP 

All members of the Methodist Episcopal Church and 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, who shall 
certify their acceptance of the common Christian creeds 
in their plain meaning as this is set forth in the com- 
mon Articles of Religion of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church and of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, 
who will agree by daily prayer, weekly worship, and 
by steadfast devotion to seek to forward a deepened 
spiritual life in the Church, and who are purposed 
to aid in defending the Faith against unbelief in this 
crisis of history shall be eligible for membership in 
the League. , Provided that on all matters of petition 
or of resolution pertaining exclusively to either Church 
the vote shall be divided. 


Dr. Samuel Johnson Classified Modernism in 1773 


R. M’AULAY (a minister) began a rhapsody against creeds and 

confessions. Dr. Johnson showed that “what he called imposition 
was only a voluntary declaration of agreement in certain articles of faith, 
which a church has a right to require, just as any other society can insist 
on certain rules being observed by its members. Nobody is compelled to 
be of the Church, as nobody is compelled to enter into a society.” This 
was a very clear and just view of the subject, but Mr. M’Aulay could not 
be driven out of his track. Dr. Johnson said, “Sir, you are a bigot to 
laxness.” (Page 101, The Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides with 
Samuel Johnson, LL.D., by James Boswell, Esq.; E. P. Dutton & Com- 
pany, publishers.) —The Presbyterian. 


Wesley and the Doctrines of Faith 
D*: R. C. WELLS, of Philadelphia, sends this short refutation in 
the words of John Wesley of those who would make him a 
latitudinarian with respect to doctrine. 

“I am ‘not afraid that the people called Methodists should ever 
cease to exist in Europe or America, but I am afraid lest they should 
only exist as a dead sect having the form of religion without the 
power; and this undoubtedly will be the case unless they hold fast 
both the doctrine, spirit and discipline with which they first set out.” 


_ Has the Bible a Future? 
HIS title heads a communication from Egbert W. A. Jenkins of the 
First Congregational Church of Methuen, Massachusetts, to the pub- 
lishers of the Christian Century, which was published in that journal. 
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We will select the most striking portions, as an illustration of the desti- 
nation to which religious Liberalism is leading, and to which it will 
bring the Bible and the Church if the Pacifists and the Liberals have their 
way. 


The poets of the future will not make reference to characters from Greek 
mythology, but to characters from the Bible. The future classical allusions will 
all be from the Bible. This will not come to pass until the Bible has become 
unreadable as a theological document and moral code. The Bible will not come 
into its own until it is read with the same dispassionate interest that scholars 
attach to the stories of Greek mythology. When we have realized that the 
morals of the great characters of the Old Testament and the mythology of 
the New Testament writers is a thing of the past, there will be a period of 
several hundred years when every university student will be so familiar with 
the Bible that the fashion will be to illustrate every work of literary merit with 
Biblical characters or incidents. 

The future of the Bible for hundreds of years to come will be as required 
reading in common schools and universities. Students of English literature 
will be the last readers of the Bible. This does not mean that Christianity 
will be superseded by some other religion. It means rather that the religion 
of the future will be divorced from the Bible for the simple reason that it will 
have outgrown it. 

It is becoming increasingly difficult to read the Bible in public without offend- 
ing the intelligence of the reader and the listener. It is almost impossible to 
show an ethical picture without the frame of dead ideas. The on-rush of 
Christianity is also leaving much of the morals of the Bible far behind. Science 
and religion are responsible for the fact that we are obliged to read from almost 
any portion of the Bible, statements to which we refuse to subscribe in a creed, 
and deny in pulpit utterances. Christianity is not the Bible today, and tomorrow 
the chasm will be even greater. What will become of the deathless utterances 
of Jesus, Paul’s epic of love, certain portions of the Psalms and Proverbs is 
dangerous ground for prophecy. They will become better known perhaps when 
the Bible takes its place as required literature. The life of the Bible depends 
upon the translation of 1611, and the duration of English as a spoken language. 


—The Christian Century. 


A Reaction Toward Sounder Ethical Practices in the 
Educational World 


HE following item clipped from the Herald and Presbyter is most 

encouraging as heralding a sounder ethical practice in the educational 
world. One of the scandals of our times is the misappropriation of trust 
funds by great educational foundations. That the secular courts have 
forced a readjustment in the interest of sincere dealings, and obedience to 
trust obligations is a cause for congratulation. We quote: 


Formation of the Theological School in Harvard University in 1922, through a 
closer affiliation between the Harvard Divinity School and the Andover "Theological 
Seminary was declared void by the Massachusetts Supreme Court. In a decision in 
favor of the Visitors of the theological institution in Phillips Academy, Andover, 
who brought suit to have the agreement nullified, Chief Justice Rugg held that the 
merger was contrary to the purposes of the founders of the Andover Seminary. 

In the absence of Dean Willard L. Sperry, of the Theological School, officials at 
Harvard University were not prepared to make any statement as to what effect the 
decision would have on future theological instruction at the university. When the 
two schools were combined, several Andover professors, including Dr. Sperry, were 
added to the Harvard faculty. 

A finding that the Andover Seminary for financial reasons would be unable to 
continue as a separate institution was made last January by Fred T. Field, appointed 
master to ascertain the facts with regard to the merger. He reported to the court 
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that the plan of affiliation with Harvard fulfilled as nearly as possible under the 
existing conditions the purposes for which the seminary was founded. 

Chief Justice Rugg says in his decision that the Board of Visitors is charged to 
guard the seminary against all perversion of the purpose of its founders. This pur- 
pose, he finds, was the exclusive teaching of orthodox evangelical Trinitarian tenets, 
and this was violated by affiliation with the Harvard Divinity School, which had 
been conducted largely under the influence of Unitarian doctrines. The trustees, he 
says, “must execute the purpose of the founders conformably to the true intent; their 
ideas of expediency or general utility in conducting the trust are of no consequence.” 


Dr. Francis L. Patton’s Prophecy 


R. FRANCIS L. PATTON of Princeton is universally recognized 
as one of the outstanding intellectual figures of the Protestant 
Church in America. His prophecy of what is before us in the religious 
life of the country will be illuminating. It was given in connection with 
a tribute to Dr. Hodge, also of Princeton. 
Speaking of Dr. Hodge, he said: 


“He was my most intimate friend. I have come today to place a wreath of 
affection upon his grave. My text is taken from the floral tribute which you 
who were his pupils placed upon his bier. This is the answer to the question, 
What did he do? It is a sufficient answer. He wrote no books, his voice was 
seldom heard beyond his native town, he took no active part in public affairs, 
and he shrank from the public gaze; but he opened to us the Scriptures. To 
more than thirty classes he unfolded the truth of the New Testament. He led 
them reverently over the ground that had been hallowed by the Saviour’s feet, 
and traced the history of the Apostolic Church from Peter on the Day of 
Pentecost to John in Patmos.” 

“Dr. Hodge knew that the attack upon Calvinism through the new theology 
was made by bringing Paul’s teaching to the test of human feeling. He saw 
that the attack consisted not so much in denying that Paul said what is alleged, 
but that his opinions are not necessarily binding upon us. Minimizing the 
authority of Paul, however, leads to minimizing the Gospel story, and ends in 
reducing our religion to the compass of the three Synoptic Gospels—ends in 
reducing Christianity to the religion of the individual conscience—ends in 
naturalism. He saw this; and because he saw, or thought he saw, that the 
Church was blind, and her leaders blind, he was depressed and saddened. 

<o cannot think of him today without feeling that by his death he has been 
spared increasing sorrow. I may be wrong; but it seems to me that American 
Christianity is about to pass through a severe ordeal. It may be a ten years’ 
conflict, it may be a thirty years’ war; but it is a conflict in which all Christian 
Churches are concerned. The war will come. The Presbyterian Church must 
take part in it; and Princeton, unless her glory is departed, must lead the van 
in the great fight for fundamental Christianity. It is not amendment, it is not 
revision, it is not re-statement, it is a revolution that we shall have to face. The 
issue will be joined by and by on the essential truth of a miraculous and God- 
given revelation; and then we must be ready to fight, and if need be, to die, 
in defense of the blood-bought truths of the common salvation.” 

—The Presbyterian. 


To Readers of ‘““The Call” 
Rev. Cuarites A. HopsHirRE 
Dear Readers of Tur Cat: 


I have been very much comforted and strengthened by reading the last 
number of Tur Cari. It is surely a great number. As I read the com- 
ments on Bishop Blake’s article, published in The Christian Advocate of 
January 21, 1926, I could not but ask myself the question, “Is there no 
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authority left in the Methodist Episcopal Church?” Can a Bishop in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church come out in public print and advocate such 
rank unbelief, and defy the whole Church, and denounce all the sacred 
doctrines for which the Church of God has always stood, and then not be 
called to account? In our Book of Discipline for 1924, paragraph 244 says: 
“If a Bishop be charged with disseminating, publicly or privately, doctrines 
which are contrary to our Articles of Religion or our other present exist- 
ing and established standards of doctrine, the same procedure shall be 
observed as is prescribed in paragraph 241 or he may be brought to trial 
before the General Conference. (See paragraph 241.) Bishop Blake’s 
unbelief approaches that of Bishop Brown of the Episcopal Church. 
Bishop Brown has had his trial and has been set aside, and is no longer a 
Bishop in the Church of God. 

We are not surprised at Bishop Blake’s outspoken infidelity, when we 
look at the divergent books that have been approved by a majority of 
the Board of Bishops to be studied or read by the young men coming into 
our ministry. If our schools continue to keep negative teachers, and the 
Commission Courses of Study be permitted to continue the unbelieving 
books in the Course of Study, we will soon have nothing but men like 
Bishop Blake, we will have no Methodist Episcopal Church. 

It seems to me that the time has come when the loyal Bishops of our 
Church should come out boldly and take their stand with us in this the 
greatest battle for the Bible and historic Christianity that has ever been 
fought in this world. Will they do it? 

Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Davenport, Washington. 


The Bishops Encourage the League 


Several of the Bishops have given encouragement to the League in one 
way or another. One has just sent in his check to help us with Tue Catt. 
We thank him. 


Bishop Blake and the Apostle’s Creed 


By JupceE Samuget C. Brown 


Ack Sunday morning in the Methodist Episcopal Churches is 
confessed according to the Order of Worship “The Apostle’s 
Creed.” How would it do to have it appear “The Apostle’s Creed 
as interpreted by Bishop Blake?” The learned Bishop in his dis- 
quisition upon “The Authority of the Creeds,” which recently ap- 
peared in the Advocates, said that this ancient form or expression 
of faith is incomplete and disproportionate in its contents; that the 
method of Jesus Christ’s entrance into the world of time and space 
is of minor importance. He attempts to bring into disrepute the 
virgin birth followed this effort with the astonishing statement “As 
with the virgin birth, so with the bodily resurrection of Jesus.” 
How hollow would be the Apostle’s Creed with Jesus’ virgin birth 
and resurrection omitted! Why this effort of a Methodist Bishop 
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to sow the seeds of unbelief? Methodists are not ready to go over 
to Unitarism and still stay in the Methodist Church. Intellectualism 
cannot supersede faith. 

The Bishop’s article met with disfavor among the laity in the 
Holston Conference, and I judge the same is true in other confer- 
ences. A sermon of this character might do in a Unitarian revival, 
if such a thing should ever occur, but not in a Methodist revival 
where sinners are seeking salvation through faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

How would this new doctrine impress the heathen? How would 
it affect the Christian converts in heathen lands? How would it do 
for the missionaries to teach and preach the Gospel as heretofore 
understood by the Methodist Episcopal Church and then have a 
bishop preside at their annual conferences and tell them that the 
missionaries have been mistaken in their teaching as to the virgin 
birth of the Saviour and as to his bodily resurrection? How would 
it do for him to tell them that the historical facts set forth in the 
New Testament are not always true? He might just as well teach 
them that the account of Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead, of 
His turning the water into wine are likewise erroneous. He might 
as well undertake also to discredit the crucifixion of Jesus as related 
in the four Gospels. When the process of elimination is begun, 
where will it end? 

In the ordination of elders does Bishop Blake ask, as he was asked, 
if the candidates are persuaded that the Holy Scriptures contain all 
doctrine required of necessity for eternal salvation through faith in 
Jesus Christ, and if they will so instruct the people committed to 
their charge, and if they will be ready with all faithful diligence to 
withstand all erroneous and strange doctrines contrary to God’s word? 
He answered these questions in the affirmative, does he so require 
of candidates today? Discipline 1924, Sec. 534, page 497. 

In the ordination of deacons does Bishop Blake ask, “Do you un- 
feignedly believe all the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testaments, and will you diligently read and expound the same 
unto the people whom you shall be appointed to serve?” Discipline 
1924, Sec. 535, page 503. 

When Bishop Blake (then a young preacher) was admitted into 
full membership in his annual conference, he evidently answered 
before the conference that he had studied the doctrines of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, that after a full examination he believed them 
to be in harmony with the Holy Scriptures and that he would preach 
and maintain the same. Discipline 1924, Sec. 162, page 145. 

In the Bishop’s “Authority of the Creeds” when he undertakes to 
discredit the virgin birth and bodily resurrection of Jesus is he keep- 
ing faith with these solemn promises? Can he yet sing: 

“Faith of our fathers, holy faith! 
We will be true to thee ’til death?” 
Athens, Tenn. 
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The Christian Ministry 
Rev. Grorce H. NEAL 


ROM Christ until now men of this world have depreciated the 

Christian Ministry. Today, as in all the yesterdays, his position 
and task are undervalued. We cannot do our best work unless we 
have a vision of its great importance, unique function, and solitary 
glory. There is no better time than now to behold again the heavenly 
vision. In this hour the silence of death has hushed the discordant 
noises of earth, time shrivels, eternity looms immeasurable, and we 
see only a little way ahead the end of the way, the sunset of life, 
and the night when no man can work. 

The best way to secure such a vision is to go directly to the Word 
of God: for only from the towering heights of the Word, can be 
obtained right views of the relative importance of all earthly things; 
since in the Word alone, temporal things are measured by eternity’s 
rule, and wax or wane under its measurement. Let us turn then to 
the Word, and examine, first of all, the names by which in that 
great book the Christian Ministry is called. We will take them in 
order one after another beginning with the name used in the text. 


Ambassadors 


The minister is called an ambassador. Next to the king this is 
the greatest word in all statecraft. The ambassador is accorded 
precedence of all others even including the princes of the royal house, 
and is superseded only by the king. A minister then is an ambas- 
sador from the court of heaven to the court of man’s heart. He is 
accredited to this court by the King of Kings. He is the highest 
officer on earth of the Monarch of the Universe. Great indeed is 
the ministry of Jesus Christ! 


Fishers of Men 

The first term used by the master to name his ministers was 
“Fishers of Men.” “Follow me and I will make you to become 
fishers of men,” He said. Men fish for gold, position, power and 
glory. In the end, the value of these things like a rocket will flash 
for an instant, and then go out forever; but those who fish for men 
to eternity will see the fruits of their labor standing amid the white 
robed multitude about the Throne. Our Lord himself declared this 
in his memorable words, “I have chosen you, and ordained you, 
that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that. your fruit should 
remain.” 

Apostle 

The second term used by Christ was Apostle. It is written: “He 
chose twelve whom He named also apostles.” One sent forth with 
orders is the meaning of the word according to Thayer. Another 
student of Greek says the figure behind it is that of a ship loaded, 

(Continued on page 179) 
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Bishop Blake on the Creed 


Bye BLAKE’S article on the authority of the creeds fails by 
practically every measurement. It is defective in information. 
It is lacking in clear cut candor. It is unsound in its ethical pre- 
suppositions. It is most unfortunate from the standpoint of wise 
churchmanship. It is poorly thought out. A sentence or two under 
each one of these heads. 


Defective in Information 

First, it is defective in information. Bishop Blake is evidently 
misinformed both as to Mr. Wesley’s attitude toward doctrine, and 
as to the rise of the Christian creeds. 

His quotations from Mr. Wesley can hardly have been taken first 
hand from his writings for Mr. Wesley teaches just the opposite of 
what Bishop Blake represents him as holding, and this too in the 
very context of some of the passages he has quoted. Read Wesley 
on, Character of a Methodist, or The Catholic Spirit, or his sermon at 
the death of Mr. Whitfield. 

His information is also defective with respect to the rise of the 
creeds. In substance the creeds were developed not later than the 
second century, and to assign them to the fourth, fifth and sixth 
simply on account of verbal differences that develop is certainly a 
mistake. Faulkner quotes Harnack as saying that the Apostle’s 
Creed goes back in substance almost to the year 150 A. D., and he 
quotes Kattenbusch as carrying it back to the year 100 A. D. 
Ignatius who died about the year 110 stresses as supremely important 
many of the items of faith there outlined, and Irenaeus who wrote 
his great work against heresies in 180 A. D., incorporates in it an 
outline of faith that includes every one of the items of the Apostle’s 
Creed called in question by Bishop Blake. So far as their authority 
for faith is concerned, then, these items of the creeds cannot be dated 
later than the second century. Bishop Blake was evidently either 
misinformed or else he was relying upon unimportant verbal differ- 
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ences to work out a late date for the creeds and so to reduce their 
authority (see Apostolic Fathers, Vol 1, page 330, also CaLL To THE 
Cotors, July-August, page 62). 

Lacking in Candor 


Second, Bishop Blake’s article is lacking in clear cut candor. He 
knows that the Virgin Birth, Bodily Resurrection, and Atoning Death 
of Christ do not rest back upon the Apostle’s Creed, but rather upon 
the whole pressure of the New Testament teaching. The New Testa- 
ment and the Church continuously from the beginning have taught 
and stressed these values. It is because of this circumstance that 
they found their place in the earliest Christian formulae. The creeds 
reflect the primitive Christian consciousness. To disallow their 
statements is to disallow the Christian consciousness and testimony 
which produced them. Bishop Blake should have said this frankly. 
His article is seriously defective in candor at this point. 


Unsound Ethical Presuppositions 


Third, this article is unsound in its ethical presuppositions. He 
assumes that men have a right to enter into definite relationship by 
an express agreement that includes some unexpressed mental reserva- 
tions. We would point out that this is as dishonest for Methodists 
in the year 1926 as it was for the Jesuits in the year 1586. When 
Bishop Blake appeals to the Church to tolerate such a practice he 
appeals to the Church to tolerate dishonesty. A mental reservation 
is a lie, soft words do not change the character of false deeds. 


Unfortunate as Churchmanship 


Fourth, his article is most unfortunate from the standpoint of wise 
churchmanship. Ii Bishop Blake believes in the Virgin Birth, Bodily 
Resurrection and Atoning Sacrifice of Christ, and if he knows how 
deeply these items of belief underlie the faith of the Christian multi- 
tude, and if he further knows how wide and serious is the assault 
that is being made today upon these truths HE SHOWS POOR 
CHURCHMANSHIP IN INTENSIFYING IT. During the war a 
man would have been regarded as unpatriotic who defended Ger- 
many, even if he added, I myself do not believe in what she is doing. 
Bishop Blake’s article puts him in just as questionable a position. 

Poorly Thought Out 

Fifth, his article is poorly thought out. He starts off with a dis- 
cussion of the authority of creeds, and later tried to make creeds 
ridiculous by dragging in some poorly understood expressions from 
the Articles of Religion. But the Articles are not the creeds, and 
because an expression is no longer familiar it need not be untrue. 

Again he complains that “no mention is made of the ethical re- 
quirements of the Gospel, or of its social obligations,” and that “In 
none of the ancient creeds do we find a full or adequate statement 
of the teachings of Jesus.” We would like to inquire how you 
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could have a full statement of the ethical teachings of Jesus in a 
brief creed? We would like also to inquire whether ethical teach- 
ings have any proper place in a statement of faith? 

The creeds are a brief affirmation of the reality of an invisible but 
infinite universe that in part became for a moment manifest in the 
stupendous facts of the birth, life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Messiah, and that in part are yet to be made manifest. The ethical 
teachings of Jesus are not a part of this body of belief. They are 
principles of moral relationship, and are clearly certified in every 
human conscience. Against the background of God, Jesus, Redemp- 
tion, Future Life, Judgment, Heaven and Hell the ethics of Jesus 
must stand unassailably true. They do not need any creedal affirma- 
tion to realize them. It is a striking fact that in the primitive church, 
where the ethics of Jesus were most fully realized they felt no need 
for their creedal expression. They confessed their faith after the 
general pattern of the Apostle’s Creed, and against this background 
of faith lived out the ethics of Jesus with a beautiful breadth and 
sincerity. 

Again Bishop Blake says our conception of God has changed. He 
goes on to affirm that we look upon God as Father—Well, did not 
the creed say the same? “I believe in God the Father Almighty.” 
And is not the whole New Testament vocal with the same idea? 
Where then is the change as compared to the times when the creeds 
were forming? 

In form Bishop Blake’s article is doubtless original. But in sub- 
stance there is nothing original about it. It is all the typical material 
that is so common among Modernists. The fact of the matter is 
Modernists are traditionalists as fully as any Evangelical. The dif- 
ference is only in the tradition accepted. The Evangelicals accept 
the primitive deposit that came from Jesus through his Apostles. 
The Modernists accept the tradition of their own naturalistic school. 
And whatever may be said of the Evangelicals, the Modernists do 
certainly iterate and reiterate the commonplaces of their school with 
an intellectual carelessness that is amazing. Democracy, life not 
faith or theory, twentieth century, “think and let think” as from 
Wesley, freedom of thought, God is father not sovereign, etc., etc., 
there is never anything new. f ‘ 

The Church needs today a baptism of courage and sincerity. There 
is a fundamental cleavage in the Church that must be thought through 
and talked through. The issue between Modernist and Evangelical 
is not one of science or scholarship or social passion. The issue is 
one of philosophy. Evangelicals believe in the supernatural and 
accept the Christian facts as they are recorded. Modernists deny 
the supernatural and interpret away the Christian facts; that is they 
deny them by a process of interpretation. The Church can no more 
endure half naturalistic and half supernaturalistic than the nation 
could have endured half slave and half free. 
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The Christian Ministry 
(Continued from page 175) 
with its cargo placed, its sails spread, moving to its destined harbor. 
An apostle is then one commissioned with a specific message, a 
vessel freighted, and sent forth by the Master to carry precious 
values to every creature. 


Teacher 
Teacher is the third word Christ applies to his ministers, He says: 
“Go ye therefore and teach all nations—whatsoever I have com- 
manded you.” And what they were to teach was greater than all 
the arts and sciences. 
Shepherd 
Again, Christ called his ministers shepherds. He said to Peter 
that day by Galilee after his resurrection: “Feed my lambs,” “Feed 
my sheep.” Peter never forgot that command, and thirty years after- 
ward he wrote to the ministers of that day and of all days, “Feed 
the flock of God.” Shepherd! It is a commonplace word; but the 
Bible uses possessives with it that link it with the infinite. Feed 
MY sheep, feed the flock OF God. These words unite our work to 
the infinite and made it unutterably sublime. 


The Poets 

In harmony with these great names applied to the Christian 
Ministry in the Scriptures is the appreciation of him penned by 
some of the princes of literature. Thus Whittier in his description 
of the great Whitfield says: 

“A homeless pilgrim, with dubious name 
Blown about on the wings of fame; 
Now as an angel of blessing classed, 
And now as a mad enthusiast.” 

Here are two terms: angel of blessing, the term of the saints, and 
the other a derisive term of the world, mad enthusiast. But both 
these terms testify to the Christ-likeness of the minister, and bear 
their tribute to the greatness of his calling. Goldsmith sang thus 
of his father and of an innumerable number of ministers throughout 
the battling centuries of Christianity: 


“Unpracticed he to fawn, or seek for power, 
By doctrines fashion’d to the varying hour; 
For other aims his heart had learn’d to prize, 
More skilled to raise the fallen than to rise.” 

What a tribute is this to the minister’s uncompromising intellec- 
tual integrity and to the unselfishness of his motive in toil. Cowper 
too brings his garland of appreciation, all fresh and glistening with 
dew, and places it on the brow of the ministry of all ages, in these 
never dying words: 


“T say the pulpit (in the sober use 

Of its legitimate peculiar powers) 

Must stand acknowledged while the world stands, 
The most important and effectual guard, 
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Support, and ornament of virtue’s cause. 

There stands the messenger of truth. There stands 
The legate of the skies, his theme divine, 

His office sacred, his credentials clear, 

By him, the violated law speaks out 

Its thunders, and by him, in strains as sweet 

As angels use, the Gospel whispers peace.” 

Ralph Connor, among novelists, crowns the minister, sky pilot. 
Connor did not coin the term. He found it in the dust of western 
plains. It was a term of ridicule. After cleansing, he minted it 
into a diadem, and then crowns him with it. It is true, the minister 
is a sky pilot. In all welfare work, whether industrial, social, racial, 
political, and international, he pilots men out of the mire of present 
conditions, up into the sunlit and blue-encircled heavenlies of pos- 
sible human living. This is a great ministry, nevertheless it is but 
a by-product of the preacher’s toil; for he pilots men into realms 
spiritual, and finally into the spirits capitol city, the New Jerusalem. 
And it is an infinitely greater work to pilot little children to the 
throbbing heart of the Saviour, young people past the siren isles of 
youth, and human derelicts, smitten by the fierce billows and tem- 
pests of passion, into the harbor of forgiveness and a new life in 
Christ, than to pilot all the argosies of time through all the seven 
seas of earth. Great indeed is the ministry of Jesus Christ. 


The Minister’s Mission 

An earthly ambassador represents his king at a foreign court. He 
is the only authorized spokesman for his sovereign. With humility 
and trembling, and all too imperfectly, our translated brothers and 
we, as Christ’s ambassadors represent Him. Let us look at the 
text again. In it Christ, Himself through Paul, three distinct times 
affirms that we represent Him at the court of this world. Note these 
statements as I read them: “Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, 
as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you ‘in Christ’s stead 
be ye reconciled to God. Is there a mission greater than this any- 
where in the universe? How great the place that our departed 
brothers filled! And how inconceivably great is our task! Oh, for 
abundant grace right worthily to represent the one who died and 
rose again for us. 

To represent Him the ambassador must be in constant communi- 
cation with his Sovereign, so that he may know his will and receive 
the support of his power. When the German Under Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs during the late war, threatened Ambassador Gerard 
by declaring that Germany had above 500,000 reservist soldiers in 
the United States, instantly Gerard hurled back the settlement, the 
United States has above 500,000 lamp posts on which to hang them. 
There he stood in a hostile country, before a desperately cruel and 
determined government, with no visible support to defend him—and 
there he dared to utter those brave words, which still thrill the hearts 
of Americans. What made Gerard thus fearless? Was it not because 
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he was in communication with his government, the marvelous power 
of which although invisible, was all about him? 

Immeasurably greater than the power that girded Gerard for his 
brave words, is the power that attends, defends, and makes strong 
the ambassadors of Christ. The greatest of all Christ’s ambassadors, 
Paul, declared this when he wrote: “I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

Sad was the day to Gerard when his communication with his 
government was cut. He was shorn of his power. He was helpless. 
But it is indescribably sadder when a minister of Christ stands 
among men alone, his communication with the Throne severed. 
Perhaps it is by sin, perhaps by indifference, perhaps by the pride of 
intellectual philosophy that would deny the supernatural and shut 
God up within the bounds of his own universe. It matters not what 
may be the cause, when Christ’s ambassador stands alone he too is 
shorn of his power, is helpless. As well may we expect a tree to 
blossom and bear fruit without sap, a pipe to slake the thirst of a 
city without water, or a wire, however brightly polished and brilliant, 
to drive the wheels of industry and illuminate a city without elec- 
tricity, as to expect God’s ambassadors effectively to represent their 
King without being in constant communication. 

The mission of the ambassador is to bear the King’s message. 
Ambassadors of Christ! We represent the King. We speak his 
message not our own. What is his message? St. Paul brings it to 
us in the text “Be ye reconciled to God.” In verse 18 he says: “He 
hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation.” In verse 19 he 
repeats: “He hath committed to us the word of reconciliation.” Our 
message is then a call to men to become reconciled, and it pre- 
supposes that men are at enmity with God and need to yield their 
enmity. Says Dr. Robert Horton: “In the midst of all this comes 
the Cross, rudely, crushingly telling us again that sin is the rebel- 
lion of the human heart against God, and that it will kill God.” We 
preach a message then of reconciliation. It presupposes man’s 
enmity toward God, but it presupposes also the possibility that this 
enmity can be changed to love of, fellowship with and loyal service 
for the God from whom he was once estranged. 

This is a mighty change, and it can be wrought only in one way, 
God’s way, the way so powerfully expressed in verse 21: “For He 
hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin: that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in Him.” Agreeable to this is another 
declaration, “In whom we have redemption, through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins.” This is the message the ambassador is com- 
manded to deliver by his King. There is no substitute for it. The 
center of Christianity, of the Gospel is not the feeding of the multi- 
tude, not the healing of the lepers, not even the sublime ethics of the 
Sermon on the Mount. It is instead the Cross, Christ made to be 
sin for us. Of course a Christianity lacking any of the ethics of the 


f 


182 The Call to the Colors March, 1926 


Sermon on the Mount, is a very defective Christianity. But a 
Christianity without the Cross, upon which Christ substitutionally 
bore “our sins in his own body on the tree,” and without the empty 
tomb (God’s eternal Amen to the marvel, mystery, and might of the 
Cross) is no Christianity at all. Dr. Alfred Garvie, in his new book, 
“The Way and the Witness,” tells of an English minister, who on 
Good Friday preached on the theme, “Self-Development by Self- 
Sacrifice.” At the close he says the choir very effectively sang the 
anthem, “Behold the Lamb of God.” In reporting this service to the 
press the next morning the reporter made this comment, “In the 
words of that anthem many must have felt that they had recovered 
‘the Lost Chord.’” And without this chord there is no music in 
the Gospel. It is the chord that the redeemed sing in heaven: “Unto 
Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto God and His Father, to 
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever.” This chord is not 
lost in heaven, may it never be lost on earth. 

Reconciliation to God through the Cross is the message God’s 
ambassador is commanded to proclaim to the world. It is the 
message that these translated brothers preached throughout their 
ministry. Is a greater message given anywhere in the whole uni- 
verse? How gloriously great is the minister privileged, “To preach 
Him to all, and cry in death, Behold, Behold the Lamb.” 

And then in the foreign country to which he is sent the ambassador 
attends to the King’s business. The King’s business is redemption, 
and the ambassador is charged with the responsibility of working out 
its expression. First it is the redeemed soul, then the redeemed life, 
the redeemed society, redeemed government, a redeemed world. Is 
there any other task that comes nearer than this to the diameter of 
the universe? Yet at times we are tempted to think of it as insignifi- 
cant in comparison with some of earth’s great professions and busi- 
nesses. Men of the world depreciate our business. This is especially 
true with men whose eyes see only things. —To men who simply dart 
over the surface like scuttle bugs, and refuse to submarine into the 
depths, or aeroplane to the heights, the outward progress of civiliza- 
tion may seem to belittle the ministries of the spirit. But let us take 
a searching view. 

The biologist treats of life, of physical life, of life that ends with 
death. But what is such a study compared with the work of placing 
in dead souls spiritual life, eternal life, life that is as infinite as God? 

The anthropologist thinks that he can trace men back through 
many gradations through countless millions of years. He presents 
us with quite a group of specimens by no means noted for beauty. 
But what is all of this, even if it be true, when it is compared with 
the work of making human beings new men in Christ Jesus, and of 
helping them up to the fullness of the stature of His divinely perfect 
manhood? The anthropologist’s task is trivial by comparison. 
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The geologist shows us how the layers of rock were piled course 
on course until at last our world stood forth in beauty. Noble science 
this. But how insignificant must appear such a study of earth’s 
uncertain past compared with the toil of erecting in the glorious 
future a new age wherein dwelleth righteousness? Building enduring 
characters established on the “Rock of Ages”! Building men as 
living stones into a holy temple inhabited of God through the Spirit! 

The botanist is bringing to our gardens bewildering varieties of 
shrubs and flowers. But what is this compared with planting the 
Rose of Sharon and the Lily of the Valley in the hearts of men? 
What is it compared with nurturing these heavenly flowers in human 
souls until Christ-bloom is seen on human faces? Of nurturing them 
until at last the great Gardener transplants them to the paradise of 
God, where there is everlasting spring and never withering flowers? 

The chemist is doing marvelous things, and we owe much to him. 
We are told however that he cannot take the stain of scarlet out of 
a fabric without destroying the garment. But the spiritual chemistry 
of which we are students has this formula: “Though your sins be 
as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, and though they be red 
like crimson they shall be as wool.” The chemistry of salvation is 
heaven high above earth’s deepest learnings. 

One afternoon last fall I came to the front of this church. A 
gentleman of fine appearance stopped me and thus addressed me: 
“You are a Philadelphia lawyer and represent”—‘No, sir,” I inter- 
rupted, “I am the pastor of this church, and I represent a great deal 
more than all the lawyers of earth.” He was a little confused at 
first, but quickly regaining his poise, he said with a peculiar empha- 
siS, You are right, doctor.” He passed on with the crowd but for 
hours his rejoinder rang in my soul: “You are right,’ “You are 
righty) It is true, I am really an ambassador of the infinite God. 
Great then is the mission of the Christian minister; and great was 
the mission of these translated brothers “who rest from their labors 
and whose works do follow them.” They have left us but their fruit 


remains. We can say of them what the poet wrote of the great 


Senator: 
“Were a star quenched on high, 


For ages would its light, 

Still traveling downward from the sky, 
Shine on our mortal sight. 

So when a good man dies, 
For years beyond our ken, 

The light he leaves behind him lies, 
Upon the paths of men.” 


And now finally the recall home of the ambassador is gloriously 
great. The ambassador cannot leave his post and the country to 
which he is sent, until he is recalled by the King who commissioned 
him. 

What of these nine ambassadors of the King of Kings who have 
left us this year? The world says that they are dead. “I am their 
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King, I have recalled them to their e’en country and to my throne,” 
says the infinite God. 

After an honorable career it was not a gloomy thing for faithful 
Gerard to be recalled home. What a welcome was accorded him! 
What salvos from the canon of our forts! What screaming of 
whistles! What tumultuous acclaim from the multitudes on wharves 
and shore! What greetings and praise from the President! What 
warm and tender welcome from his family! 

Do you think that a less royal welcome will be given to heaven’s 
ambassadors on their recall to the city of the New Jerusalem and to 
the King of Kings? No, it will far outdo all earth’s welcomes. 

Quite a while ago, now, when I was a student, one Monday morn- 
ing I entered the New York City Methodist Preachers’ Meeting, 
While waiting for the meeting to begin I noticed a tall, spare, and 
venerable minister walking up the aisle. He was welcomed and 
addressed as’ Dr. Daniel Curry. I was glad to see this giant of 
Methodism. After devotional exercises were over and the time come 
for pastoral reports the great Dr. Curry arose, he addressed the 
chair, and then, after begging the pardon of his brethren for the 
personal reference that he was about to make, said: “Brethren, I 
realize that my time here is short. Last night I had a most vivid 
and affecting dream or vision. In my dream I boarded the Ship 
Zion bound for heaven. We had a tempestuous voyage. Long 
before we landed, through the night and storm, the halo of the city 
gleamed ever brighter and brighter. The old staunch ship reached 
port and was moored to the wharf. I pushed toward the shore 
through a crowd of white robed citizens who were looking for newly 
arrived friends from earth. Walking along the glistening strand I 
saw just ahead a group of shining ones. I approached them from the 
rear and stood just behind. They were talking of their friends on 
earth. One said: ‘The Ship Zion has brought another large com- 
pany, and Daniel Curry is not with them.’ Still another said: 
‘Daniel Curry is a long time over due.’ They were all my old time 
ministerial friends. Then I spoke the name of one of them. Where- 
upon they all recognized my voice and jumping up embraced me. 
While they were greeting me the others were shouting. Soon a 
crowd of friends composed of converts, relatives, and conference 
associates, surrounded me. As by one impulse the great company 
moved and marched until it stood before the Throne. The thorn- 
crowned King arose and coming to me took my hand into his own 
pierced hand, He said, ‘Well done, Daniel Curry, good and faithful 
servant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.’” This is the way 
heaven welcomes every one of God’s recalled ambassadors. This is 
the way, the recalled ambassadors of this conference were welcomed 
this very year. And if we do not live to come to another Annual 
Conference, and are recalled by our King, this is the joyous welcome 
that will be accorded us. Allelulia to the King of Heaven’s Ambas- 
sadors! 


Atlantic City, N. J. 


